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Dear Friends,

In our last newsletter, we honored the Franciscan priest who was the first to greet us when we
arrlved in New York City that cold winter day in early 2002 with bags full of new socks for the
*homeless. We had the privilege of knowing Father Cassian Miles, affectionately known as

OFrancisé6 (his birth name), 0Caseyd and OF
advisor to many over the years. Often he
sharehis6 f or ever . 06 He knew i n [Ioiegeonbdag andthdt h at

gave him and others great comfort when he passed away on August 20, 2015 at the age of 8E
were blessed to have spoken with him on the phone shortly before he died. We read to him tt
project description for | ast yeards Bl essce
was touched and grateful 0That s really

be our spiritual advisor, but now he will guide us from his eternal home. Father Christopher K
OFM will now join Rev. Everett Wabst as st

In January of this year, we were blessed as a family to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the li

transplant that saved Shannon (Hickey)ds |
Chris (Keenan) as celebrant. Youdl | see ¢
This yeards Blessed Bl oomers collection, C
wedding anniversary of two people whose lives were touched by Father Cassian and changec
because of Father Mychal Judge. You can r
description.

I n this newsletter, you' Il read about our
ng2rsi nner city families with Christmas dinr

that continue to honor the life of her mother while carrying the message of Father Mychal to ct
growing up in poverty. Each bear arrives with a special letter from Taylor, but the bunny she s
Easter touched all of wus in a special way.
Mychal 6s Message. OYoudve given me the Dbe
a letter to Kelly. It is said that Father Mychal Judge was the bridge between people and God.
he hope of Mychal ds Message that we can e
donations of others can reach the people who need them most.

We hope to see some of you at the Walk of Remembrance this year on September 4, 2016
beginning with Rosary at 8:45 a.m. and Mass at 9:30 a.m. May God continue to bless you for
gsenergsny And in the words of our beloved Father Cassian Miles, may fdesbzss you
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Your Donations At Work

WI SH, a Childrendhs Chpgw i

December 20, 2015 Mychalfgs : » eco
annual Childrends Chri st/ 8 = oispy h
school senior Christophe ' sag

his friends, Hope Abrom and Laurel Murr. The cabar
featured 27 child performers between the ages of 3 a

(pictured below) and included two acts. The event, _ _ _ ) .
entitled Wish, was held at the Dutch Apple Dinner The’é‘\‘ﬂéunds raised from Wish provided Christmas dinner and

in Lancaster, Pa and included a live nativity and a spe_@i'efﬂs fqr 25 local families in need. Those families were_
visit from Santa Claus. The goal of the event was to régseéﬂtlfled through the Lancaster Homeless Student office.

funds to provide Christmas dinner and gifts for 25 local? Petween costume fittings and sewing elf and king
families in need.

costumes, Sharon Hickey also managed the intricate detai
of the wish lists of the 82 children in those 25 families.
What topped this yeards wi
footballs, and baby dolls.

On Christmas Eve, the families of the children who
performed in Wish, delivered the wrapped gifts along with
a boxed Christmas dinner from Bob Evans Restaurant.

One woman was especially touched by the opportunity to
give back. Tan :
Coonan, share@
oThat w

most humbling
experience for

3 | dancing, elves and reindeer
’ h (pictured right), tagancing daughter and .
AN soldiers, dolls (pictured left) want to thank

and superheroes, a live nativityyou for providin
& (pictured below), and, of that opportuni

: course, Santa Claus. The for us. We all
costumes were exquisite. Many, such as the toy soldiﬁ{/% such

(pictured top right), were donated by Millersville privileged lives,

Universityds Cost ume Shognd&%&ime%
OF”S of Mychal qs Message, tal&l\?s%meﬁ]iln
additional costumes for the children to wear.

like this to be
able to give bag
to help us realiz
how much we g
have. o

Wish 2016 will be held on Monday, December 19, 2016
at Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre, Lancaster, PA.
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Your Donations At Work

Blessed Bloomers XI\On September 7, 2015, we  Prayer Bears Teddy bears continue to arrive from
distributed 448 packs of Blessed Bloomers on the Breadlihgydor, who after losing her mother when she was just 6

St. Francis Church in NY@ 2 g years old, began creating teddy bears to honor and

Each package containedd ¢ gt — remember her. Taylor names the bears in honor of those
pair of underwear (1 box S e St L “ | special to her and sends t
1 brief), a Bhirt, 2 pair of . T e .| given away to children living in poverty.

Teddy Bed&Darrived in October, named after one of
. . Tayl or 6 s i Bd\Sbeerantorewhatwoulgl baves
and women were graciofig been her mo m@SABERLEtivedfdri r t hd

kind and thankful for the 2= , ro
donations. A aentle man fina brown sandal r;I'hfanksg|V|ng, named after
onations. A gentie man, wearing brown sandais, was ong pt, o , Owe 3AKEdressedsneaSaperman| e

the last on the Lne that day. He told us he had no SOCkSDL\Mﬁ, arrived for Christmas, named after another one of

card. As always, the me

] A % & capturedaphotoofhisfeet(left)Tay| ord6s friends. dJake i
) ~_ |ashewalked by us. Itismomentg, ; 5t e o | iMISS KELI(gicrinedbalow. 6
- |like this that the heart of our  right) arrived for Easter, a bright and soft bunny, who
mission isrevealedtousaswe Tay| or named in honor of K
encountehe living Christ in the Message. OYoudve given me
| homeless and poor. honor my mo aULIEmriwdon thevdthot e .
0OAngel Day, 6 the anniversa
Stocking the Irh On September 11, 2015, we named in honor of her dance teac
traveled to St. Francis Inn in Philadelphia, PA to fill the Whenever | dm d d |
shelves. We delivered 390 Tiny Treasures, 488 diaper$, 2 Y | O T WSLI:NtAae o ol ca
50 pounds of sugar, 23 large cans of coffee, 75 packs ‘E'}]] axe | tN m ong .
X ) .herfos Da er
0Bl essed Bl oomers, o0 400 &%'ﬁo?ﬁss%%%%e | up g
bth toyvels, 18 wash cloths, 24 jars ‘of spaghetti sauce; 19 - gets this A y
pair of jeans, and 2 cases of baby wipes. OnMay 11, hecome a dancer 6

2016, 380 diapers, 192 forks, and 180 rolls of toilet paper

were also sent to stock the shelves at the Inn. Christmas Treasures 261b5ifty filled Christmas
packages were delivered to homeless men recovering fror
Father Cassian A. Miles Jubilee Scholarship Funalidictions at CREATE (a 24 hour a day transitional shelte
On October 29, 2015, 32,402.67 pesos (710 American that provides-patient and oyatient rehab and
dollars) was sent to a smat [
Catholic school in the
Philippines. And, in
February, 2016, thanks to|
the generosity of our dong
5 new desks (pictured abg
right) were purchased for

counseling). Fr My c h al
_ L_ ’___ Board. Each stocking (pictured below right) contained
v : those items the men neededmustv underwear, T
shirts and socks, with special gifts tuckeiil ensiele
watch, a leather belt, a pair of warm gloves and a pair of
lounge pants.

school. Sr. Avelina, a aXoCHGKSN

Franciscan Sister of the Iof i; gia

Immaculatine (picture_-d be FNASYR fz )
right, center, along with S 2 dzii NB I OK

Maria Lourdes, left and S I 6 dzZS NRE @

Anna Maria, right) was ve TS B2

grateful for that donation.
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Sharing the Message

During his life, Father Mychal Judge shared his message with the rich and tt $(,THE /14(0
healthy and the sick, firefighters and police officers, the Franciscan friars, ar
men, women and children who call ed&
I nterdenominational, and touched n
continue sharing that message with others. It is a grace to walk in his footst
encounter the homeless and poor, meeting basic needs, while restaithdairgr

My God is a God of Surprises

Although we are approaching fifteen years since September 11, 2001 many of us are still dealing
the shock and horror that continues to shake the world. The original losses and continuing casua
home and throughout the world are a constant reminder of the cruelty that hatred inflicts on all of
However, the positive message of Father Mychal will continue to be a shinning beacon for all of t
who knew him and those who learn about his ministry.

Father Mychal was humble, but not shy. All of his passions and beliefs, fears and failings were w:
documented in his own words. His private and public statements in print, (that now include count
tee shirts and prayer cards), as well as some recordings, will continue to make his priestly work s
out as a testimonial to Christ's love.

But the most impressive outcome of Father Mychal's ministry is how the words and works of just
Franciscan can inspire so many people of all faiths and persuasions. His sadly needed vow for "F
and Good*' Pax et Bonum, is a belief that could bring relief to all of us.

So much has happened to so many in the last fifteen years that the list would go on forever. Our
are so personal that very few people really know what we have experienced, suffered, or celebra
Father Mychal was all about helping people to individually celebrate Goed's
love, and then showing them how to comfort the afflicted with compdgssion,
and humor whenever possible.

However, if Father Mychal saw all of these words he would laugh (b¢cause he
knew that it was not about him), and advise me to get out there and serve.
0The magic", he would say, i s|lin the ac|tio

what my God of surprises has in store for you today."

In Christ's service,
Rev. Everett Walgsttured right with Father Mychal)
A friend of Father Mychal
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